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SCREEN NSW FUNDING TO DEVELOP AND CELEBRATE 
TALENT IN WESTERN SYDNEY  

 
Minister for the Arts, Troy Grant and Member for Parramatta Geoff Lee today 
announced an injection of $147,000 in screen funding for Western Sydney at 
Parramatta’s Information and Cultural Exchange (ICE).  
  
Mr Grant said the funding is being made available through Screen NSW’s industry 
development and audience development funds.  
  
“I’m very pleased to announce $115,000 for the ICE’s Screen Culture program to 
engage filmmakers, writers and screen artists and $32,000 for the Arab Film Festival 
today,” Mr Grant said.  
  
“This funding will support ICE’s ‘Screen Culture Program for Western Sydney’ over the 
next two years which includes workshops, productions and mentoring programs in 
addition to the renowned Arab Film Festival.  
  
“I’m proud to support the Arab Film Festival which reflects the vitality and passion of 
Arab communities around the globe, and I encourage Sydney to embrace the festival 
from 14 August to 17 August at Riverside Theatres.  
  
“The NSW Liberals & Nationals Government is helping to build audiences by 
supporting festivals that make film more accessible to people across NSW, including 
regional areas and Western Sydney,” Mr Grant said.  
 
Member for Parramatta Geoff Lee said the funding is testament to the vibrant and 
dynamic cultural activity in Western Sydney.  
  
“Underlying much of Parramatta and the surrounding area’s activity is a strong sense 
of place, identity and local history and this investment will foster talented filmmakers 
and ensure that the community has access to quality film and culturally diverse work,” 
Mr Lee said. 
 
“The NSW Government has a strong focus on professional development targeted 
towards emerging filmmakers to assist with the next generation of screen 
professionals, and this funding will help grow the region’s screen sector from the 
budding filmmaker’s initial idea to the closing applause.  
  
“Western Sydney is home to our state’s fastest growing population and I applaud the 
Minister’s announcement today for our Information and Cultural Exchange to continue 
their great work to support and develop talent, and provide the community with access 
to quality art and cultural opportunities,” Mr Lee said.  
  
 More information on Screen NSW’s programs is available at: www.screen.nsw.gov.au 
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